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Hospitals and Benevolent Institutions.—Statistics of hospitals and ben-
evolent institutions as thev existed in 1924 appeared at p. 914 of the 1926 edition
of the Year Book. No later figures are available.

4.—Quebec.

The Provincial Bureau of Heslth, in charge of the Provincial Secretary, admin-
isters the Public Health Act. Twenty inspectors are appointed for the 20 public
health districts, their duties being divided generally between education of the public
and municipal public health organization. In addition, their services are given in
case of consultations, public lectures, maintenance of records of municipalities and
medical and sanitary investigations. In addition to the district officers, the Bureau
maintains an administrative division, a laboratory division, a division of sanitary
engineering, s division of venereal diseases and a division of vital statistics. The
energies of the Bureau are directed mainiy toward the prevention of epidemics, more
particularly tuberculosis and the more important causes of infant mortality. To this
end the Provincial Bureau of Health hasalready established 21 anti-tuberculosis dispen-
saries and 70 baby clinies, including those receiving Government grants. During
the year 1926, in the 21 anti-tuberculosis dispensaries, 21,212 persons applied for
examination, and 45,127 consultations were given. X-Ray examinations to the
number of 14,528 were performed, as well as 4,178 sputum examinations.

The visiting public health nurses paid 40,303 visits in 9,795 families. Copies
of public health literature pumbering 96,000 were also distributed during the year.

Hospitals and Benevolent Institutions.—Table 4 summarizes the latest
statistics on benevolent institutions, compiled from a special report issued on the
subject by the Quebec Bureau of Statistics. In brief explanation of the table, it
may be said that the 66 hospitals include 4 maternities and 5 créches. In addition,
28 dispensaries are maintained in these institutions where the principal services are
those of medicine, surgery and ophthalmology.

The number of days passed in these institutions by patients during 1926 was
1,519,228; the accommnodaiion available at the end of the year was 7,428 beds; the
average cost per patient per day varied from $0.33 to $4.80.

_ 'The 120 refuges and orphanages provided accommodation of 14,891 beds. During
1926, the total number of days passed in these institutions by needy persons was
4,392,806. In addition, 85,619 indigent persons were given help during the year.

4.—Hespitals and Philanthropic Institutions in Quebec, 1924,
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